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A faithful Christian donates part of his liver to his dying brother, but then he dies in recovery
leaving behind a wife and three children—ages 7, 5 and 3. Why, God? A baby with a deadly form of
dwarfism dies 15 minutes after she is born. Why, God? A 20 year old who has the functionality of a
toddler has seizures leaving her worse off than before, and the insurance has run out. Why, God?
Why does this crap happen?

Who hasn’t asked a question like this? Even if our situations are not as tragic as these, things

happen every day that cause us to ask questions.
e Why did | have a car accident? If | had prayed more, could | have avoided it? Or did God ordain it?

e Why are we in bankruptcy? Do we have less faith than other people who seem to be

succeeding?
e Why can’t | just be happy? Did | do something to deserve this depression?

Let’s not forget about the global issues that only seem to be getting worse. War, fear of terrorism,

cruel actions by leaders and corporate scandals. Why, why, why, why?




Where can we ask these types of questions? Too often the church has said asking them at all
reveals a lack of faith. Others have been told God is in control and “everything happens for a
reason.” This makes it difficult to have honest dialogue about our pain, questions, frustrations,

and even anger. The questions and pain end up being forced below the surface, ignored and
unanswered. The church should be the safest environment to deal with these questions, yet, many

times this is not the case.

Over the years, a focal point of Woodland Hills has been our perspective on why “crap” happens.
We've found this perspective can bring healing because it provides an understanding that is
biblical and simply makes sense. As we work through this series, we’ll use six different situations to

delve into some of the “crap” we encounter in life.

Our hope and prayer is that you are able to be honest with what you think and feel each week.
Even if you have previously heard some of the teachings, we invite you to go deeper amd sit with
the activities and writings. Listen to your heart and pay attention to your feelings. We will be
providing a strong theological foundation for thinking about these issues, but don’t stop there.

Allow the Spirit to speak, heal, and transform you.

To help with this, we’ve provided some unique sections in this book. Each week includes an email
dialogue between a pastor and someone in his church. While the emails are fictional, they are not
exaggerated. We’ve had many interactions and times of prayer with people dealing with issues
similar to those in the emails. After each email, you will find a page to write down your own
thoughts and feelings. This will work best if you set aside a few minutes and find a quiet place

away from the chaos of life to read and reflect.

We've also provided pages for sermon notes, some small group dialogue questions, and a list of

key points and scriptures for each week.

One other thing: If you want to go deeper and do some additional reading on this topic, we

recommend the following books, which can be purchased at the Woodland Hills Resource Center.

e Letters from a Skeptic
¢ |s God to Blame?
® God at War

e Satan and the Problem of Evil
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1. Can you relate to what Timothy expressed on the previous page?

2. What are your own feelings and questions about evil and suffering in the world?

3. What thoughts have you had about God’s role in relationship to this evil? '

4. As you reflect on Timothy’s thoughts and the evil in the world, listen to your heart.
What do you sense going on?
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After reading Pastor Jim's response, what stood out to you and why?
What answers do you find helpful? What additional questions do you have?
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KEY POINTS AND SCRIPTURES

1. Love requires that a person has the freedom to choose between love and evil.

2. Evil is based on lies.

3. There is a being named Satan who is called the Father of lies.

4. Satan propagates entire systems of lies that become so abundant, they seem normal.

Key Scriptures: Psalm 6:2-7, John 16:33, Romans 8:35-39, Ephesians 6:10-17, | Peter 5:7-10
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

. What stood out to you from the readings or sermon?

. How have you experienced frustration with the evil that you have seen or experienced?

. Have you viewed God as responsible for this evil since he did not stop it?

. What questions do you have for God related to evil?

. Why does love require the freedom to choose between love and evil?

. Since the Devil is behind evil, does that change the way you think about evil?

. What can we as a group do differently to combat the evil that surrounds us?
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1. How do you relate to what Janet expressed on the previous page?

Honest

______

2. What are your own thoughts and questions about how you experience feelings of insignificance?

3. What questions do you have about God’s actual involvement in your life? Do you truly experience him?
Or do you simply go through life assuming that he is involved because that is the right answer?

4. As you reflect on Janet’s thoughts and how she experiences insignificance, listen to your heart.

What do you sense going on?
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After reading Pastor Jim's response, what stood out to you and why?
- What answers do you find helpful? What additional questions do you have?
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KEY POINTS AND SCRIPTURES

1. The world’s way of doing life is based on a lie of judgment.
2. If we believe these lies, then we will be trapped in judgment and feelings of insignificance.
3. The way to combat the lies is with God’s truth.

Key Scriptures: Psalm 8:3-5, Ephesians 1:3-8, | Peter 2:9-10, Ephesians 2:4-7, Genesis 1:26-27
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

. What stood out to you from the readings or sermon?

. In what ways do you experience feelings of insignificance?

. In what ways do you see people stuck in the pattern of insignificance and judgment?

. What are some ways that we can battle against feelings of insignificance?

. Which of the “Il am” statements do you find the most meaningful? Why? (See page 66.)
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UNANSWERED PRAYER

i+ Why doesn’t
. prayer work?
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1. How do you relate to what Sara expressed on the previous page?

2. Can you express your own thoughts and questions about how you've experienced
prayer and answers to petitions that you have offered to God?

3. What questions do you have about how God answers prayer?

4. Asyou reflect on Sara’s thoughts and how she experiences prayer, listen to your heart.

What do you sense going on?
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What answers do you find helpful? What additional questions do you have?
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KEY POINTS AND SCRIPTURES

1. Prayer is not a magic wand to get what we want.

2. There are many factors that influence the outcomes we experience in life.

3. We are caught in the midst of a war between God’s love and Satan’s evil.

4. The outcome of this war is influenced by our prayers, even when we don't see the results we want.

Key Scriptures: Psalm 13:1-3, James 5:16, James 1:5-8, Mark 11:25-26, Luke 18:1-8
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

. What stood out to you from the readings or sermon?

. How can prayer be viewed as a magical act to get something from God?

. What does it mean to say we live in the midst of a war zone?

. What are some of the factors that impact the outcomes for which we pray?

Is this different from your previous thoughts on prayer?

. In what ways can we do battle for each other through prayer?
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1. How do you relate to what John expressed on the previous page?

2. Can you express your own thoughts and questions about how you've experienced the fact that
blessings in life seem to be unfair?

3. What questions do you have about how arbitrary and random blessings seem to be?

4. As you reflect on John’s thoughts and how he is disappointed with his life situation, listen to your heart.
What do you sense going on?
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KEY POINTS AND SCRIPTURES

LI S
0

1. Blessings fall on the righteous and the unrighteous.

2. Not all of what might be labeled “blessings” are from God.

3. Jesus died a discredited criminal.

4. Following Jesus means we find blessings as we serve as Jesus did.

Key Scriptures: Jeremiah 12:1, Matthew 5:1-12, Ephesians 1:3, | Peter 3:9
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

. What stood out to you from the readings or sermon?

. From the world’s point of view, what do blessings look like?

. In what ways does Jesus change this way of seeing God’s blessings?

. How does this definition of blessing help you deal with the unfairness you experience?
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1. How do you relate to what Mary expressed on the previous page?

2. Can you express your own thoughts and questions about your personal struggle with sin?

3. If you were walking in a park with Jesus right now, what would you ask him—or tell him—with how
you struggle overcoming sin?

4. As you reflect on Mary’s thoughts and how she is disappointed with her life situation, listen to your heart.
What do you sense going on?
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After reading Pastor Jim's response, what stood out to you and why?
What answers do you find helpful? What additional questions do you have?



KEY POINTS AND SCRIPTURES

1. Breaking old sin habits does not happen magically.
2. The enemy wants to keep us trapped in our sin patterns.
3. It takes work to develop new habits.

4. The Spirit of God empowers us to make changes and develop new practices that line
up with the Kingdom of God.

Key Scriptures: Romans 7:21-25, Galatians 2:20, Romans 6:12-14, Colossians 2:13-15
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

. What stood out to you from the readings or sermon?

. Have you ever expected spiritual change to happen quickly and easily just because you want it?

. Reflect back on how you have overcame a sin. Describe what happened that led you to change?

. What are some practices or habits that you have developed that help you overcome sin?
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1. How do you relate to what Harold expressed on the previous page?

2. Can you express your own thoughts and questions about your church experience?

3. What frustrations with the church would you like to express to God? '

4. As you reflect on Harold’s thoughts and his church experience, listen to your heart.

What do you sense going on?
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After reading Pastor Jim's response, what stood out to you and why?
- What answers do you find helpful? What additional questions do you have?
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KEY POINTS AND SCRIPTURES

1. The church is not perfect and never will be.

2. We grow in Christ together through our relationships with imperfect people.

3. There is much that needs to change in the church.

4. We all can participate and contribute to being the kind of church that God wants us to be.

Key Scriptures: John 17:20-23, Matthew 7:1-5, Hebrews 10:24-25, Ephesians 1:18-23
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SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

. What stood out to you from the readings or sermon?

. In what ways have you experienced the church as being less than you hoped?

. What are the hopes and dreams you have for the church?

. How can complaining about the church actually be a trap? How can it be more constructive?

. What can you do to contribute to the dream of what the church should be?
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God’s beloved child (Jn 1:12: Eph 1:5)

Christ’s dear friend (Jn 15:5)

Declared righteous, holy and blameless (Rom. 5:1; Eph 1:4)

Free from condemnation (Rom 8:1; Col 2:14-16)

United with Christ, “one spirit” with Christ (I Cor 6:17; Eph 5:31)
A member of Christ’s body (I Cor 6:15/ 12:27)

The Temple of God (I Cor 6:19)

Filled with the “fullness of God” (Eph 3:19)

Blessed with every spiritual blessing (Eph 1:3)

Bought with an infinite price and forgiven (I Cor 6: 20; Eph 1:7; Col 1:14)
Bathed with wisdom and understanding (Eph 1:8)

The recipient of an eternal, infinitely rich, inheritance (Eph 1:11, 18)
Inseparable from God’s love (Rom 8:35-39)

One who will NEVER be abandoned (Mt 28:20)

The beautiful bride of Christ who “ravishes” the heart of God
(Song of Songs, 4:1ff; 6:4ff).

One over whom the Lord rejoices, sings and claps (Zeph 3:17)
One for whom the Lord throws a party (Zeph 3:17; Lk 15:7-10)

A recipient of God’s own peace and joy (Jn 14:17, 27)

One for whom Jesus gladly suffered (Heb 12:2)

Christ’s joy is fulfilled (Jn 15:12)

Seated with Christ in heavenly realms (Eph 2:6)



Hid in Christ in heavenly realms (Col 3:1-5)

Crucified, Buried and Raised with Christ (Rom 6:1-11)

Made perfect forever (Heb 10:14)

Made complete in Christ (Col 2:10)

Indwelled by a fearless Spirit (2 Tim 1:7)

One of God’s precious works of art (Eph 2:10)

Indwelt by a spirit of power, love and stability (2 Tim 1:7)

A citizen of heaven (Phil 3:20)

Predestined to look like Jesus and see him in his glory

(Rom 8:29; | Jn 3:1-5)

One in whom God is working to bring good out of evil (Rom 8:28)
Salt of the earth (Mt 5:13)

A branch chosen to bear fruit (Jn 15:16)

A co-worker with God (I Cor 3:9)

An ambassador of Christ and minister of reconciliation (2 Cor 5:17-20)
More than a conqueror in all things (Rom 8:37)

One who knows Satan is a disarmed laughing stock (Col 2:14-15).
One who knows the truth and is set free (Jn 8:32).

One who can do all things in Christ (Phil 4:13)

67



