


hen Jesus said to them, “Suppose
you have a friend, and you go to him
at midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me
three loaves of bread; a friend of mine
on ajourney has come to me, and |
have nothing to set before him.’



And suppose the one inside answers,
‘Don’t bother me. The door Is already
locked, and my children and | are in bed.
| can’t get up and give you anything.’
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| tell you, even though he will not get
up and give you the bread because of
friendship, yet because of your

shameless audacity he will surely get
up and give you as much as you need.



So | say to you: Ask and it will be
given to you, seek and you will find;
knock and the door will be opened to
you. For everyone who asks receives;
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those who seek find; and to those
who knock, the door will be opened.
“Which of you fathers, if your son
asks for a fish, will give him a snake
Instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will
give him a scorpion?
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If you then, though you are evil,
know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your

Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to
those who ask him!”
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If we ask anything according to his
will, he hears us.
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... let 1t be done for you according to
your faith. And his servant was healed.

|59



Matthew 9:22, cf. Luke 7:50, 17:19

....your faith [not mine] has made you
well....

|
|
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... [Jesus] could do no deed of power
there, except that he laid his hands on
a few sick people and cured them.
And he was amazed at their unbelief.



Faith is the substance (hupostasis)
of things hoped for, the conviction
(elegkos) of things unseen. This is what
the ancients were commended for.



All these people were still living by
faith when they died. They did not
receive the things promised; they only
saw them and welcomed them from a
distance, admitting that they were
foreigners and strangers on earth.
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God’'s Wil

The Laws of Nature
Faith

Free Agents

The Strength and Number
of Opposition
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This kind can come out only
through prayer.
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God’s Will |
The Laws of Nature:

Faith

Free Agents

The Strength and Number
of Opposition

The Strength and Number of Support



If two of you agree on earth about
anything you ask, it will be done for
you by my Father in heaven. For
where two or three are gathered In
my name, | am there among them.
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We're called to trust that God looks
like Jesus Christ and Is always on the
side of good.

We're called to have vision and
conviction (faith) as we push toward
the Kingdom
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3. We’'re called to trust that prayer is
“powerful and effective” in pushing
toward the Kingdom.

4. We're called to trust that, despite all
the uncertainties we face, God’s love
will In the end triumph over all evil.






Luke 11:5-13

hen Jesus said to them, “Suppose
you have a friend, and you go to him
at midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me
three loaves of bread; a friend of mine
on ajourney has come to me, and |
have nothing to set before him.’




And suppose the one inside answers,
‘Don’t bother me. The door Is already
locked, and my children and | are in bed.
| can’t get up and give you anything.’



| tell you, even though he will not get
up and give you the bread because of
friendship, yet because of your
shameless audacity he will surely get
up and give you as much as you need.



So | say to you: Ask and it will be
given to you,; seek and you will find;
knock and the door will be opened to
you. For everyone who asks receives;



those who seek find; and to those
who knock, the door will be opened.
“Which of you fathers, if your son
asks for a fish, will give him a snake
Instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will
give him a scorpion?



If you then, though you are evil,

know how to give good gifts to your
children, how much more will your
Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to
those who ask him!”

Luke 11:5-13
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| John 5:14
If we ask anything according to his
will, he hears us.



1. God’s Wil
2. The Laws of Nature



1. God’s Wil
2. The Laws of Nature
3. Faith



Matthew 8:13
... let it be done for you according to
your faith. And his servant was healed.



Matthew 9:22, cf. Luke 7:50, 17:19
... your faith [not mine] has made you
well....



Mark 6:5-6
... [Jesus] could do no deed of power
there, except that he laid his hands on
a few sick people and cured them.
And he was amazed at their unbelief.



Hebrews 11:1-2
Faith is the substance (hupostasis)
of things hoped for, the conviction
(elegkos) of things unseen. This is what
the ancients were commended for.



Hebrews 11:13
All these people were still living by
faith when they died. They did not
receive the things promised; they only
saw them and welcomed them from a
distance, admitting that they were
foreigners and strangers on earth.
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God’s Wil

The Laws of Nature
Faith

Free Agents

The Strength and Number
of Opposition



Mark 9:28-29
This kind can come out only
through prayer.



Mark 5:1-9
We are legion, for we are many.
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God’s Will

The Laws of Nature
Faith

Free Agents

The Strength and Number
of Opposition

The Strength and Number of Support



Matthew 18:19-20
If two of you agree on earth about

anything you ask, it will be done for
you by my Father in heaven. For
where two or three are gathered In
my name, | am there among them.



1. We're called to trust that God looks
like Jesus Christ and Is always on the
side of good.

2. We’'re called to have vision and
conviction (faith) as we push toward
the Kingdom



3. We’'re called to trust that prayer is
“powerful and effective” In pushing
toward the Kingdom.

4. We're called to trust that, despite all
the uncertainties we face, God’s love
will In the end triumph over all evil.



