


Luke 10:25-28
On one occasion an expert in the law 
stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,”
he asked, “what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” “What is written in the 
Law?” he replied. 

The Relational Way



“How do you read it?” He answered, 
“‘Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all 
your strength and with all your mind’; 

The Relational Way



and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.”
“You have answered correctly,” Jesus 
replied. “Do this and you will live.”

Luke 10:25-28
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What is love?
storge – affection and approval
philios – friendship 
eros – romance/ erotic 
agape – ascribing worth to another, 

at cost to yourself 
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1John 3:16 
This is how we know what love is: 
Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. 
And we ought to lay down our lives for 
one another
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John 17:20-23
“I pray…that all of them may be one, 
Father, just as you are in me and I am 
in you. May they also be in us so that 
the world may believe that you have 
sent me….
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I in them and you in me – so that they 
may be brought to complete unity. 
Then the world will know that you sent 
me and have loved them even as you 
have loved me

John 17:20-23
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Loving God, self and neighbors is the 
greatest law and fulfills the whole law. 
(Lk 10:27; Rom 13:8, 10; Ja 2:8)

Live in love, as Christ loved you and gave 
his life for you. (Eph 5:1-2)

Do everything in love. (I Cor 16:14)
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The love of Christ compels us. 
(2 Cor 5:4)

Place love above all else. 
(Col 3:14; 1 Pet 4:8)

Nothing has any value without love. 
(I Cor 13:1-3)
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Galatians 5:6
The only thing that counts is 
faith energized by love. 

The Relational Way



Individualism
We can’t experience God’s agape love 
for us if we define ourselves over and 
against God. We can’t express agape 
love for others if we define ourselves 
over and against them. 

The Relational Way



Materialism
Blocks us getting all our LIFE from 
the love of Christ pouring into us and 
keeps us from expressing agape love 
for people in need. 

The Relational Way



Naturalism
Hinders our capacity to experience 
God’s transforming love flowing into 
us and hinders our love for God, 
ourselves and others. 

The Relational Way



Religion
Blocks the flow of God’s unconditional 
love flowing to us and hinders our 
love for God, ourselves and others. 

The Relational Way



Racism
Hinders manifesting agape love 
for people of other ethnicities. 

The Relational Way



Non-Covenantal Sex
Blocks the flow of God’s love to us 
and blocks expressing agape, self-
sacrificial love to those we sin with. 

The Relational Way



Nationalism
Hinders having agape love for 
our national enemies. 

The Relational Way
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