2 Corinthians 1:3-7

Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mer-
cies and the God of all consolation,
who consoles us in all our affliction,

so that we may be able to console
those who are in any affliction with
the consolation with which we our-
selves are consoled by God. For just
as the sufferings of Christ are abun-
dant for us, so also our consolation
IS abundant through Christ.




If we are being afflicted, it is for your
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nsolation and salvation; If we are
Ing consoled, it is for your con-
ation, which you experience when
u patiently endure the same suf-

ferings that we are also suffering. Our

ho

pe for you Is unshaken; for we know

that as you share in our sufferings, so
also you share in our consolation.




2 Corinthians 12:7b-10

Therefore, to keep me from being

too elated, a thorn was given me Iin
the flesh, a messenger of Satan to
torment me, to keep me from being

too elated. Three times | appealed
to the Lord about this, that it would
leave me, but he said to me, "My
grace Is sufficient for you, for power
IS made perfect in weakness."




So, | will boast all the more gladly
of my weaknesses, so that the
power of Christ may dwell in

me. Therefore | am content with

weaknesses, insults, hardships,
persecutions, and calamities for
the sake of Christ; for whenever |
am weak, then | am strong.




“The Messiah...Is sitting among the
poor, binding his wounds one at a time,
waiting for the moment when he will be
needed. So it Is with the minister. Since
It IS his task to make visible the first
vestiges of liberation for others, he must

bind his own wounds carefully in anti-
cipation of the moment when he will be
needed. He is called to be the wounded
healer, the one who must look after his
own wounds but at the same time be
prepared to heal the wounds of others.”




“Thus like Jesus, he who proclaims
liberation is called not only to care for
his own wounds and the wounds of
others, but to also make his wounds
Into a major source of his healing

power.”

“The Wounded Healer” Henri J. M. Nouwen




